CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

conceptions which we explain upon scientific
grounds but which were invariably regarded
by ancient and mediaeval thought as super-
natural,   conceptions   deduced   from   the
phenomena of illness and dreams.    Islam
was no less opposed than Christianity to the
practice of magic in any form, but only so
far as these practices seemed to preserve
remnants of heathen beliefs.    Such beliefs
were, however, continued in both religions
in modified form.   There is no doubt that
ideas of high antiquity, doubtless of Baby-
lonian origin, can be traced as contributing
to  the  formation  of  these  beliefs,   while
scientific medicine is connected with the
earlier discoveries of Greece.    Common to
both religions was the belief in the reality
of dreams, especially when these seemed to
harmonise   with   religious   ideas:    dreams
were regarded as revelations from God or
from his apostles or from the pious dead.
The fact that man could dream and that he
could appear to other men in dreams after
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